Officiating in the LMBL
Introduction
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome all officials to the LMBL referees panel for the 2009/2010.

Last season we were collectively responsible for officiating over 700 games in the LMBL.  When you take into account the amount of national league teams both senior and junior, the universities, colleges and schools and the substantial growth of other local leagues, we can conservatively estimate that some 10 to 20 games took place in and around the capital everyday.  This without doubt had put a severe strain on refereeing resources.
We can single out a number of individuals who  by their efforts have ensured   officiating in London has been maintained at an acceptable level. Although we can all be congratulated for the significant contribution made over the years in this region, we cannot rest on our laurels
But we have to move forward as a result a number of initiatives  this season are being introduced to raise the profile of officiating in the London Region
1. London Association of Basketball Officials (LABO) 
This is an organisation set up to provide support for London officials. All info can be found on:    www.londonofficials.net
2. London Identity /Registration for officials   
All referees must be registered with England Basket before the start of the season. You will not be appointed to any games or receive any kit until you have provided a registration number to the LMBL (email info to Roger Bacchus  roger.bacchus@openreach.co.uk )

New kit to be provided to all referees on the LMBL panel. 

Kit will include 
· 1 Jacket
· 1 referee’s shirt or table official’s shirt 
· 1 pair of trousers 
· 1 pair of shoes 
· 1 whistle
This will be free to all officials who have agreed to officiate a minimum of ten games per season over the next two seasons. Failure to do so will result in you being invoiced for the cost of the entire kit
3. Regular clinics/meeting throughout the season
We will make every effort to have regular meeting with officials throughout the season
4. Ongoing programs to develop all officials. 
We hope to this in conjunction with the LABO
5. Commitment and professionalism from all officials
· Turning up to games on time,
· Wearing the proper uniform

· Checking licences ensuring that they are recoded

· Portraying a professional attitude.

· Acceptance of responsibility

· Proper game management 
· Reporting promptly on any irregularities and discipline issues.

Conclusion

 This in the end will help to portray the referees on the LMBL panel as professional and competent as they go about their officiating duties in the future.
Thank You

Roger Bacchus on behalf of the LMBL committee. 

