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RULES & REGULATIONS
All other rules other than those shown below are per current EB rules.

1. PLAYING SEASON

The normal season shall extend from the Monday 6th October 2008 to Sunday 17th May 2009 but may be extended at the discretion of the league committee.

2. VENUES
All teams should provide a properly marked out full size court. Teams may be allowed to use smaller facilities at the discretion of the league committee. The committee may suspend any team at any stage of the season if it is considered that the court, equipment or facilities are unsatisfactory. 
If an entry or car park fee is required at any venue, the HOME team is responsible for covering the cost of the visiting team’s players, coaches, manager, and all officials.

3. DIVISIONS
The league will be divided into divisions at the discretion of the league committee. As a general rule, any new team entering will be placed in the lowest division, this may however be varied at the discretion of the LMBL committee.

4. PROMOTIONS/RELEGATION

The teams finishing in the last two places of their division will be relegated, on the other hand, the teams finishing in the top two positions will be promoted.

5.  LEAGUE POINTS

Winning team = 3 points               Losing team = 1 point               Forfeit = 0 points

ANY TEAM CAUSING A FORFEIT WILL BE FINED £20, PLUS ANY OTHER PENALTY THOUGHT FIT BY THE LEAGUE COMMITTEE.
In the event of a match being forfeited, the result will be shown as 20-0.

6. LEAGUE POSITIONS

If at the end of the season two or more teams have the same number of points, the following methods of deciding positions will apply:

a) The matches between the teams involved are considered and the teams will be ranked in order of league points gained in these matches

b) If a tie results, the teams will be ranked in order of points’ difference scored in these matches.

c) If a tie results, the teams will be ranked in order of points’ difference scored for all matches in the league.

7. COMPLETION OF FIXTURES

In the event of a team not completing 75% of its league fixtures, the team may be suspended from the league for the remainder of the season, it’s playing deleted and the team will be fined £100.

8. REGISTRATION
All clubs and players MUST be registered with England Basketball by 06/10/08.

Each team is restricted to having a playing roster of twenty players.

A list of nominated/registered players (using the form provided) must be sent to Roger Bacchus by 01/11/08. Alterations may be made to this list, during the season, by application to the General Secretary.

9. RESTRICTIONS OF PLAYERS

There are no restrictions on nationality or national league status of players participating in the LMBL.

10. TRANSFERS

No player shall play for more than one team across all of the divisions in the league during the same season. Any team failing to comply with this rule may be fined and will forfeit any matches played by that person.

11. DUTIES OF HOME TEAM

The home team should provide a suitable venue, changing facilities, competent table officials (two where possible) and sufficient equipment (including match ball, visible clock, score sheet, visible score board, foul markers) for the game to go ahead.

12. POSTPONEMENTS

ALL MATCHES SHOWN ON THE LEAGUE WEBSITE AND OR SUBSEQUENT LEAGUE NEWSLETTERS ARE CONFIRMED GAMES. THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT FOR THE HOME TEAM TO CONFIRM THE GAME THIS IS JUST A COURTESY
It is the responsibility of teams that are unable to fulfil a fixture to contact all parties concerned at least 7 days prior to the scheduled game and arrange the postponement. Failure to do this within the required time limit may result in that team forfeiting the game.

This league has always been flexible and we realise that on rare occasions games may need to be postponed, if this is the case the following must be complied with:

a) A request to postpone the game must be made to the General Secretary at least seven days prior to the scheduled game.

b) If  permission is given, the team postponing must notify the match officials and the other team at least 7 days

prior to the game being played otherwise the team will incur officials’ match fees.

c) The team postponing the match will be responsible for reorganising a new date for the postponed game. The date of the rearranged game must be agreed and published within 7 days of the original date of postponement. 
d) Failure to arrange a new date within 7 days will result in the LMBL committee imposing a date. However if that rearranged date is postponed then the team causing the original postponement will be liable to re-arrange a new date. (This is only in the case where the LMBL committee imposes a new date.) 

13. PLAYING KIT

Each team should have two playing kits - to include vests, which are numbered front and back.

No player will be allowed to be play unless he is wearing correctly numbered kit.

The onus is on the away team to ensure that there is no clash of colours.
Undergarments that are visible  (i.e. T- shirts, vests under shorts etc.) are not permitted under FIBA rules

14. MATCH REFEREES

All referees will be appointed by the league. Their fees will be a fixed rate to include travel as follows:

Level 1 = £15.00   Level 2 = £20.00   Level 3 = £22.50   Level 4 = £25.00   FIBA Graded = £25.00

All referees are to be paid promptly BEFORE the start of the game.
If only one referee arrives for a game, HE/SHE can decide to referee the game on his/her own and charge his/her normal fee plus a Level 2 referee’s fee.

In the event that the referee decides to officiate the game on his/her own, the game will deem to be valid. If one or both teams disagree with this decision the score sheet must be signed by the captain under protest and the referee informed before the game commences. If both teams agree to start the game with one referee the sheet cannot be signed under protest after the game starts. If one team refuses to play under these conditions they will forfeit the match. The team forfeiting the game will have a right of appeal to the league committee. If both teams refuse to play the game under a “one referee situation” the match will be held null and void and re arranged for a later date. Whatever the circumstance or situation the official(s) must be paid.
15. PLAYER/S DISQUALIFICATION

In the event of a player being disqualified from a game, that player is automatically suspended from his/her team’s next two matches in that specific competition. The suspension will take effect from the next match in that competition. This suspension may be extended at the discretion of the LMBL committee and may go beyond the boundary of that specific competition in the LMBL. 

The match officials and BOTH team secretaries are asked to submit a written report to the LMBL General Secretary within seven days of the game’s completion.

The two game suspension is automatic. Club secretaries wanting to appeal against any suspension must make their appeal in writing within 24 hrs to the General Secretary

16. APPEALS

Any appeals against any decision taken by the LMBL committee or General Secretary must be lodged, by those affected, with the General Secretary together with a cheque for £50.00 made payable to the LMBL. A full committee meeting will then be held for this appeal, if the appeal is successful the cheque will be returned, if not it is forfeited to league funds.
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