LONDON JUNIOR BASKETBALL LEAGUE

2008/09   SEASON

PLAYING  RULES

The current FIBA/England Basketball (EB) rules (i.e. note recent FIBA changes) apply with the exceptions noted below. Interpretation of rules is vested in the League committee.

1) CENTRAL VENUE MATCHES

Matches are played at the central venue as scheduled in the fixture list.  The women's and men's divisions/sections are grouped into subsections at the discretion of the League committee.  The season normally runs from October through April

2) PLAYING TIME

The court time is a 15 minute stopping clock for each half with one time-out per team for the 1st half and two time-outs for the 2nd half.  Maximum 5 minute half-time.  If at the end of normal time the game is tied, a 3 minute overtime with one time-out per team is played.  If still tied after a second overtime, the match is declared a draw.  In the last minute of the second half and last minute of any overtime, the clock stops when a basket is made.

3) MANDATORY MAN-TO-MAN DEFENCE for Under-16's

To promote the development of players man-to-man defence is mandatory for under-16 (Cadet) sections only.  A referee's warning is given when the zone defence is first used and a coach technical foul (2 shots and possession) on any subsequent violation.  All other current FIBA/EB playing rules apply.  Note: Two coach technical fouls results in disqualification and the coach must leave the court.

4) POSTPONEMENTS/FORFEIT

Matches are played as scheduled in the League fixture list.  Issued fixture lists are taken as confirmed unless a change is requested

2 weeks in advance.  Teams not ready to play within 15 minutes after the scheduled starting time may forfeit the match.

A team that does not arrive for a confirmed match besides forfeiting the match may be fined an amount at the discretion of the committee.

5) REGISTRATION

All Clubs must be an affiliated member of the EB and each player licensed with the EB. Any team using over-age or unlicensed players may forfeit the match.  All players must be born after 31 August 1990, under-18 (Juniors).  Only players Under-16 (Cadets), i.e. born after 31 August 1992, are allowed to play in the Cadet sections of the League. 

6) EB NATIONAL LEAGUE (NL) Licensed Players

To encourage the development of new teams/players, the participation of NL players within the League is restricted. Players with an EB NL license to play for any BBL or EBL Club must be: 

U-16 (born after 31 August 1992) to play in the U-18 Junior division 

U-15 (born after 31 August 1993) to play in the U-16 Cadet division 
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7) PLAYER TRANSFERS

Within the League a player shall be registered for only one team in an age group section.  Clubs with more than one team in the same age group shall provide separate team lists to the League before the first League match. Players cannot be transferred between teams without prior League approval. 

8) MATCH OFFICIALS

Referees are appointed by the League. The League also appoints a Commissioner as the League representative to ensure all rules are fairly applied.  The Commissioner ensures that competent table officials are provided.

9) LEAGUE POINTS

Winning team = 2 pt, Losing team = 1 pt, Forfeiting team = 0 pt

For a draw after double overtime each team is awarded 1 1/2 pt.

If a team forfeits without good reason, one point may be deducted and/or a fine may be imposed.

10) LEAGUE POSITIONS

If two or more teams have the same number of points, positions are decided as follows:

 - ranked by League points gained in matches between the teams

 - then ranked by score difference in these matches

 - if still tied ranked by total points scored difference for all matches played in the league

11) PLAYER DISQUALIFICATION

In the event of a player being disqualified, other than for a 5th foul, the match officials (referees and commissioner) and team coaches shall submit a report in writing to the division secretary.  The disqualified player is suspended from playing for the team in the next two fixtures of that section within the League.  Further disciplinary action is at the discretion of the league committee.  Any team playing a disqualified player may forfeit the match and may be fined.

12) COMPLAINTS

Any complaints or protests regard a match should be directed to the referees as soon as possible. If not satisfied the issue may be raised with the assigned commissioner before the end of the match (i.e. before the referee signs the score sheet).  If the match is under protest or the team wish to pursue an issue further, a written report should be made to the general secretary as soon as possible.

13) APPEALS

Any appeals against a decision of a commissioner or division secretary must be submitted in writing to the League general secretary.  A league committee meeting is then held to review the decision.  If still not satisfied, the team has the option to raise the issue with the London Basketball.
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